Consular Report of Birth Abroad
(CRBA)

American Citizen Services e U.S. Embassy Warsaw



WHAT IS A CONSULAR REPORT OF BIRTH

ABROAD (CRBA)?

A CRBA is the official record of claim to U.S.
citizenship for a child born abroad.

You may apply for both the U.S. passport and Social
Security card at your CRBA appointment.®

“If your child is age 12 or over, you cannot apply for the social security
card through this procedure.



WHO NEEDS TO COME TO THE APPOINTMENT?

e At least one parent and the child should attend*

e |[fapplying for the passport, both parents should
attend or a DS-3053 consent and ID for the non-
applying parent should be provided.

*If one parent is deceased, the official death certificate should be provided.
[T the non-citizen parent is applying alone, additional information may be
required from the citizen parent.



WHAT OFFICIALFORMS DO INEEDTO

PREPARE?

Forms

e CRBA Application (DS-2029)

e Passport Application (DS-11)

e Social Security Card Application (S5-5)

Form Guidelines

o Fillthe applications out ONLINE (click links above).
e Bring COMPLETED forms to your appointment.
e DONOT SIGN.


https://eforms.state.gov/editdocument.aspx?documentid=218&from=2&categoryid=1&form_format=3&Width=1270
https://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/passports/forms.html
http://www.ssa.gov/forms/

REQUIRED: THE CHILD’S ORIGINAL LONG FORM

BIRTH CERTIFICATE
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REQUIRED: PROOF OF CITIZENSHIP OF THE U.S.
CITIZEN PARENT(S)
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Acceptable proof:
Current U.S. passport,
U.S. birth or naturalization certificates



REQUIRED: PARENTS' MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE
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REQUIRED: EVIDENCE OF THE TERMINATION OF

ANY PREVIOUS MARRIAGES (IF APPLICABLE

SAMPLE Syen. akt
DECREE OF DIVORCE
CHILDREN, SUPPORT AND SPOUSAL SUPPORT
COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
DIVISION OF DOMESTIC RELATIONS
HAMILTON COUNTY. OHIO

Name: : CaseNo.

Plaintiff : FileNo.

¢ W IMIENIU RZECZYPOSPOLITE]J POLSKIE]J
CSEA#
-vs

Name: Dnia 9 sierpnia 2017 r.

Defendant : DECREE OF DIVORCE Sad Okrggowy we Wroctawiu — Wydziat XIII Cywilny Rodzinny

w skiadzie nastgpujacym:
This cause came on 1o be heard on .20 . on the Complaint for Przewodniczacy: SSO Kizysztof Mika

Divorce of Mary A. Smith and John R. Smith. The Court finds that there has been service of summons as provided by Lawnicy: Bogumita Zdobylak
law, that both parties appeared personally at the hearing, that Plaintiff, was/was not represented by counsel and Elzbieta Blaszczak

Defendant, was/was not represented and waived his/her right to counsel, and the Court finds that it has full and Protokolant: Anna Zelazko

complete jurisdiction to determine the case. . . s @ .
comprete Jucdiction fo & e po rozpoznaniu w dniu 9 sierpnia 2017 r. we Wroctawiu

The Court finds that the Plaintiff has been a resident of the State of Ohio for at least six (6) months sprawy z powddztwa
immediately before filing the complaint and that the Plaintiff and Defendant were married in Cincinnati, Ohio on przeciwko

February 14, 1990 and that there were two children born issue of their marriage, namely: Susan, born April 12, 1992 o rozwéd

and Bradley, bom December 10, 1994 and Wife is not now pregnant with a child of the marriage. - . .
L rozwigzuje malzenstwo stron , zawarte w dniu
The Court further finds that both the Plaintiff and Defendant have acknowledged under oath that they 28.04.2007 1. w i zarejestrowane w Urzedzie Stanu Cywilnego w
have voluntarily entered into the Separation Agreement appended to the Complaint, that they understand the terms of , pod numerem aktu malzenstwa , przez rozwéd z winy
the Agreement, and know the value and extent of their properties, that the Agreement is fair to them. pozwanego; . - . .
The Court further finds that the Separation Agreement is fair and equitable and should be approved 1L wykgnywamc 'wladzy Todzicielskiej nad malo]ctmm_) , dzieémi. sfron
i powierza powddce , pozostawiajac pozwanemu
IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED by the Court that a Decree of Divoree mozliwos¢ wspotdecydowania o istotnych sprawach dzieci dotyczacych w
shall be granted to the Plaintiff, and/or Defendant, then the marriage relationship existing between the partics be szczeg6Inoscei stanu zdrowia i przebiegu nauki;
terminated and held for naught and both parties are hereby released and discharged from all obligations thereon I orzeka o kontaktach pozwanego z maloletnimi dziecmi stron w ten sposob,
A% zliwos¢ s ia si w
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED THAT THE AFOREMENTIONED Separation Agreement, which is 5 pozuany b¢dzl§ mial mozliwos¢ spotykania si¢ z
nastgpujacych terminach:
attached hereto, be and the same hereby is incorporated into the Court’s order and a part of the Decree of Divorce as if - w kazdy drugi wtorek miesigca w godzinach od 17.00 do godz. 19.00;
fully rewritten herein. - w kazdy drugi i czwarty weekend miesigca od pigtku od godz. 17.00 do

niedzieli do godz. 19.00 przy czym pozwany obierze dzieci i odwiezie do
ich miejsca pobytu;

- w Swigta Wielkanocne — w latach nieparzystych w drugi dzien Swiat
Wielkanocnych od godz. 10.00 do godz. 18.00, a w latach parzystych w
pierwszy dzief Swiat Wielkanocnych od godz. 10.00 do godz. 18.00;

The Court finds that the parties are incompatible, and that Plaintiff is entitled to a divorce as prayed for

in the Complaint.

DR 901  (Revised 09/07/2010) 1

Acceptable docuinicis.
riginal divorce decree, annulment decree, or death

certificate.



REQUIRED: EVIDENCE OF THE U.S.CITIZEN

PARENT(S) PHYSICAL PRESENCE IN THE U.S.*

e Physical presence is time spent physically in the
United States and must be proven prior to the birth
of the child.

e [hisisthe mostimportant aspect of transmitting
citizenship, and the following slides provide useful

tips

*|In the case of married American citizen parents, only proof of residence in the
United States at some point is required.



EXAMPLE OF PRECISE PHYSICAL PRESENCE IN THE
UNITED STATES

R
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Continuous Physical Presence Continuous Physical Presence |

Interruption! ~ Interruption!

(No foreign travel) |

(No foreign travel)

The sum of all periods of continuous physical
presence is the total physical presence.
Physical presence does not include time on:
short-term foreign travel (the trip to Mexico), or
long-term foreign travel (the move to Poland)




HOW DO I PROVE PHYSICAL PRESENCE

IN THE UNITED STATES?

e Original, official documents which cover the
entire duration of the claimed period are
evidence of physical presence. The more
evidence, the more likely your case will be
decided quickly. When in doubt, bring It

e (Click here for guidance on required physical
presence and continue to the next slide for more
information.


https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/legal/travel-legal-considerations/us-citizenship/Acquisition-US-Citizenship-Child-Born-Abroad.html

PROOF OF PHYSICAL PRESENCE:
OLD/CURRENT PASSPORTS

Passport stamps can be used to prove physical
presence and are frequently the most clear and
convincing proof of physical presence.



Earliest entry to U.S.

Next period of travel outside U.S.

Re-entry to U.S.

Next period of travel outside U.S.

These passport stamps prove and account for 5
years and 6 months of physical presence
in the United States.




PROOF OF PHYSICAL PRESENCE:

OFFICIAL SCHOOL TRANSCRIPTS, MILITARY
RECORDS, MEDICAL RECORDS

Yours

School Transcripts:

e [ranscripts must show classes taken in
the United States.

e Diplomas showing only a degree earned
do not prove presence.

e StudyabroadinaU.S. program but
outside of the United States does not
count as physical presence.

Military Records:

e J[imespentoverseas for U.S. military
service can count as physical presence,
but you must provide official records as
pDroof.

Medical Records:

e Medical records with exact dates of
treatment can be used as additional
proof of physical presence.




PROOF OF PHYSICAL PRESENCE:

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT REQUEST

e The Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) is a law that gives you

the right to access information from the federal government.

e Through FOIA, you can request your U.S. border entry/exit
records from U.S. Customs and Border Protection and use them
as proof of physical presence if you are having trouble finding

evidence.

e Make sure to read the FOIA FAQ for questions regarding the
process- submitting a request, potential fees, how to check your

request status, etc.

e Planin advance: CBP receives a high volume of FOIA requests,

and responses may take some time.


http://www.cbp.gov/site-policy-notices/foia/faq-foia

HOW TO MAKE A FOIA REQUEST
e Make anonline FOIA request at the U.S. Customs and

Border Protection’s FOIA request page, where you
will select CBP FOIA Division:

& Cc @ https://foiaonline.gov/foia

& % O

New Request

The Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) is a federal law that gives the public the right to make requests for federal agency records. Agencies may withhold information according to nine exemptions

contained in the statute. The FOIA applies only to federal agencies. It does not apply to records held by Congress, the courts, or by state or local government agencies. Each state has its own public access

Search Requests laws that should be consulted for access to state and local records.

* indicates a required field.
Run a Report

Agency Selection Collapse =

Create an Account
* Agency Select an agency A

e
arronen

Defense Logistics Agency

Request Type Collapse =

Request Type Department of Defense Office of Inspector General

Department of Justice - Executive Office for United States

Department of Justice - Office of Information Policy >
Salutation - v Mailing Address Location | United States/US Territories ¥
* First Name * Address Line 1
Middle Initial Address Line 2
* Last Name * City
Email Address * State/Province - M
Organization * Zip Code/Postal Code

Phone Number

Fax Number

Processing Fees Collapse =

Why are fees required?



https://foiaonline.gov/foiaonline/action/public/request

HOW TO MAKE A FOIA REQUEST

e |nthe Description’ portion, enter the statement below,
replacing the name and date of birth with your own. In the
‘Additional Information’ portion, select ‘Entry/Exit’:

* 345/2000 @

| am requesting my U.S. border entry/exit records for use in a Consular Report of Birth Abroad. This
is for an official Department of State document, the Consular Report of Birth Abroad (CRBA). These
records will act as an official records of my presence in the United States. My full name is John

Smith, and my date of birth is January 1, 1980.

Demonstrate that disclosure of the request  Border Apprehension/Encounters e signifi
government and is not primarily in the con . ipport y¢
. . . . o Commercial

information will be provided and distribute

Make Request? No Contracts

Additional Information Fines, Penalties, & Forfeitures/Seizures (FP&F)

* Type of Records Requested o Select Type of Records Requested

On Behalf Of (First)
On Behalf Of (Middle)
On Behalf Of (Last)
Date of Birth

Alias/(es)

Alien Number

Parents' Names




ISTHERE A FEEFOR THIS PROCESS?

HOWDOIPAY?

e CRBA:100 USD*

e Passport:135 USD*

“The fee can be paid in cash (dollars/PLN) or by an international
credit card (charged in USD) the day of your appointment.



HOW DO | ARRANGE DELIVERY?

e Documents are printed in the United States with
two delivery options:

e Pick up at the Embassy
e [nstructions will be provided at appointment

e Pay for delivery
e [nstructions will be provided at appointment



PRE-APPOINTMENT CHECKLIST

COMPLETED FORMS

1 CRBA Application (DS-2029)
1 Passport Application (DS-11)
1 Social Security Card Application (55-5)

OTHER DOCUMENTS

1 Child’'s birth certificate;

1 Proof of US citizenship of the parent(s);

1 Parents’ marriage certificate (if applicable);

1 Evidence of the termination of any previous marriages of the parent(s) (if
applicable);

1 Evidence of relationship;

1 Evidence of the U.S. citizen parent(s) physical presence in the United States prior
to the birth of the child;

d 5cm x 5em passport photo with white background:

1 CRBA and Passport fees.


https://eforms.state.gov/editdocument.aspx?documentid=218&from=2&categoryid=1&form_format=3&Width=1270
https://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/passports/forms.html
https://eforms.state.gov/forms/docs/ds-0011.pdf
http://www.ssa.gov/forms/

